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SUBJECT: UN OFFICIAL RENEWS APPEAL FOR DROUGHT AID IN SAHEL 
DEP PASS AID WASHDC 

FOR IDS AFRICA COVERAGE DESK PASS IPS/PA 

1. DR. ADDEKE H. BOERMA. DIRECTOR-GENERAL OF THE UNITED NATIONS 
FOOD AND AGRICULTURE ORGANIZATION (FAO), SAID IN ACCRA WEDNESDAY 
THAT CONDITIONS IN SOME OF THE DROUGHT-STRICKEN SAHELIAN COUNTRIES 
ARE WORSE THAN THEY WERE LAST YEAR AND THAT FOUR COUNTRIES IN 
THAT REGION - NIGER, MALI, CHAD AND MAURITANIA - ARE VULNERABLE 

TO DISASTER. 

2. ADDRESSING A WEDNESDAY NIGHT PRESS CONFERENCE HERE, DR. BOERMA 
RENEWED AN APPEAL MADE LAST YEAR FOR 30 MILLION DOLLARS TO BE USED 
IN SHORT TERM RECOVERY PROJECTS. 

3. ALTHOUGH DR. BOERMA DID NOT REFER TO THE U.S. ROLE IN HIS PRE- 
PARED STATEMENT, IN RESPONSE TO A QUESTION BY A USIS CORRESPONDENT, 
THE FAO OFFICIAL SAID THE UNITED STATES, WHICH HE DESCRIBED AS 

"THE MOST MAGNANIMOUS DONOR NATION," HAD ALREADY COMMITTED ITSELF 
TO CONTRIBUTE HALF OF THE 30-MILLION-DOLLAR FAO REQUEST FOR SHORT 
RANGE RELIEF FINANCING. 

4. HE SAID THE U.S. HAD ALSO AGREED TO PROVIDE HALF OF THIS YEAR'S 
ESTIMATED 500,000-TON FOOD GRAIN REQUIREMENTS FOR THE SAHEL 
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5. WHILE PRAISING EFFORTS BY DONOR NATIONS, DR. BOERMA NOTED THAT 
RESPONSE TO THE $30 MILLION APPEAL MADE LAST YEAR HAD BEEN SLOW. 
"UNDERSTAND ABLY,' 1 HE SAID. "MANY COUNTRIES ARE PREOCCUPIED WITH 
THEIR OWN PROBLEMS. BUT IT IS IN THE INTEREST OF ALL TO SOLVE 

THE PROBLEMS OF THE SAHELIAN ZONE WITH MORE THAN EXPENSIVE AND 
REPEATED FOOD SHIPMENTS”. 

6. DR. BOERMA, WHO IS ON AN 1 1-NATION WEST AFRICAN TOUR, TALKED TO 
LOCAL NEWSMEN AFTER MEETING WITH OFFICERS OF THE FAO, THE WORLD 

FOOD PROGRAMME AND THE UNITED NATIONS DEVELOPMENT PROGRAMME WORKING 
IN THE SAHELIAN COUNTRIES. 

7. THE UN OFFICIAL SAID THE FAO HAD PREPARED A SHIPPING PATTERN 
AIMED AT A SWIFT AND EVEN FLOW OF FOOD STOCKS TO AVOID THE 
SITUATION LAST YEAR WHEN AIRLIFTS ALONE COST MORE THAN $40 
MILLION. ITEM 
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